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Procedures for Identification of Arsenic 
1. Inspect the object: 


Natural History objects

Look for powdery or crystalline deposits at the base of feathers and Hairs, around eyes, in or at the base of ears, around mouth or bill, along ventral incision, at base of tail, and on foot pads.  



Ethnographic objects, 


Inspect crevices and seams where arsenic may have collected. Even if deposits are not evident, all natural history specimens collected and prepared before the 1980s should be tested for the presence of arsenic. In addition to examination, where possible, research the object’s history. Try to determine when and by whom it was collected and if arsenic was used to protect objects from infestation
2. Test specimens for arsenic using Merck Arsenic Spot test kit 
3. For each test, obtain a sample from the specimen. If a residue is evident, use the tip of a metal microspatula to remove the crystalline or powdery material and place it in the reaction vessel. If there is no obvious residue, use a cotton swab dampened with distilled water to collect a sample from the base of hair or feathers or crevices of the skin. Cut off the swab fibers and use them as the test sample.  Place the sample in the kit’s reaction vessel 

Please note: Objects that tested negative may still contain arsenic. Suspect items should be inspected and tested by collection managers every two to three years, as arsenic may migrate from the interior of the specimen. 
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