
Welcome Commencing 
Graduate Researchers

Professor Sean Scalmer 
Deputy Associate Dean, Graduate Research 



Graduate Research at the 
University of Melbourne

An elite program in the Faculty of Arts
2019: 120 completions (70% ‘timely completion’)
2021: 105 enrolments (88 PhD; 17 MA)

Not simply ‘writing a thesis’
Undertaking coursework
Developing new skills and capacities

‘Graduate attributes’
Forging new friendships and identities
Building careers in universities and beyond



What is my job, as Deputy Associate Dean?

To ensure that you have:

• Access to necessary resources

• Academic programs that will support your research 
plans and your future careers

• A champion for Graduate Research within the Faculty 
and for HASS Graduate Research within the University

To oversee a program of PhD Coursework, which you 
will undertake during the first year of your candidature.



An Introduction to PhD Coursework:

What?

Why?



What?
Three kinds of subjects:

•An ‘Intensive’ Subject
•A ‘Workshop’ Subject
• (Two) Elective Subjects



Intensive Subject

Designed to help students to design and initiate a PhD 
project.

Focusing upon the common challenges all students must 
meet.

Compulsory for all PhD students.

Offered in four online modules (lectures and zoom 
seminars) from early-March until mid-April.



Workshop Subjects
Focused on the intellectual frontiers of a student’s core area of study.

Designed to help students conceptualise the relationship of their project to 
exciting and sometimes recent literature.

Organised in eight separate streams.



Workshop Streams
Researching Media and Culture

Researching Ideas

Researching Images

Researching Language

Researching Politics and Policy

Researching Society and Culture

Researching Texts

Researching the Past



Elective subjects

Two subjects, to be completed anytime in the first year of candidature (full-
time).

Chosen from an extensive list of Arts PhD subjects 

OR (with approval from your supervisor, course coordinators and me) 

…from other programs within the University (e.g., Masters coursework; 
languages)



Elective Subjects
Listed here: http://handbook.unimelb.edu.au/view/current/DR-PHILART
Curated so as to provide:
• Advanced methodological training
• Exposure to current research projects conducted by senior staff
• Access to eminent visitors to the University

http://handbook.unimelb.edu.au/view/current/DR-PHILART


Why?
NOT:
•To ‘test’ doctoral researchers
•To curb your autonomy
•To inculcate you into a particular ‘school’ or approach



Why?
To centralise the provision of important information, resources, and guidance (previously 
mediated through the supervisor-student relationship).

To augment the training available to students, so as to aid their independent research.

To expose students to wider research and researchers.

To enhance opportunities for cooperation, mutual learning and community (within 
Schools, and across the Faculty).



Remember!
I am keen to hear your views (including frustrations or 
disappointments) with the environment we provide for Graduate 
Research. Please do reach out to me:

• sscalmer@unimelb.edu.au
• 8344-5957

mailto:sscalmer@unimelb.edu.au
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