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Acknowledgement  
The Australian Centre acknowledges the Wurundjeri and Boon Wurrung peoples (Parkville, Southbank, Werribee and 
Burnley campuses), The Yorta Yorta Nation (Shepparton and Dookie campuses) and The Dja Dja Wurrung people 
(Creswick campus) stand and respectfully recognises Elders past and present. Based on the Parkville campus of the 
University of Melbourne, which sits on sovereign Wurundjeri lands, we at the Australian Centre are conscious we have 
obligations to this place and its people. We are also conscious that the University has not always valued this 
relationship and indeed still has a long way to go. We are committed to playing our part in this work. 

Our Mission  
The Australian Centre advances a critical understanding of how Australia’s founding as a settler colony continues to 
inform, shape and constrain our capacity to engage with the central challenges of our age, including Indigenous settler 
relations, climate change and refugee justice. We do this via high quality interdisciplinary research, research training, 
specialist education and critical public conversations, and through supporting and growing a network of Fellows and 
Affiliated Researchers, high-level national and international partners and cross-disciplinary research students. 

Background 
The Australian Centre at the University of Melbourne was founded in 1989 with assistance of a grant from the Hugh 
Williamson Foundation. It has a long history of supporting scholarship on colonial and contemporary Australian 
society and culture.  Now led by Director Professor Sarah Maddison and Deputy Director Dr Julia Hurst, the Australian 
Centre aims to foster a critical examination of Australian society, culture and history, with an interdisciplinary focus on 
settler colonialism and its institutions. Building upon the foundational work of the Indigenous Settler Relations 
Collaboration, a Research Unit in the Faculty of Arts (2018-2021), the Centre’s research programs are guided by an 
ethical imperative to consider what must be done to inform, shape and give life to more just relations between 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples on this continent.  

The Australian Centre has a long history in the Faculty of Arts (having been established in its most recent form in 2013 
and having previously run from 1989 to 2012 in a different capacity), supporting scholarship on colonial and 
contemporary Australian society and culture. The Centre is also home to a number of important prizes including the 
Peter Blazey Fellowship and the Kate Challis RAKA award. 

What we do 
The Centre provides a home for world-leading research that develops a critical understanding of Australia as an ongoing 
colonial project. Through research, research training and education programs that focus on the transformations 
required of settlers and settler institutions, the Centre is building a cohort of researchers and graduates ready to engage 
in the ongoing transformation of this nation, while concurrently holding ground for research that supports Indigenous 
scholarship. At the heart of our approach is the understanding that Indigenous settler relations are an integral part of 
the fabric of Australia. Our work is driven by the belief that creating more just relationships between First Nations and 
the Australian state and its people is one of the most important challenges this country faces.  

The Centre at the University of Melbourne will provide a home for world-leading research that focuses on these 
challenges as they are framed by disciplines across and the University. The Centre will also contribute to, and be a site 
for connection with, the critical research programs underway in other settler colonies such as the US and Canada. 

The Centre’s work, and therefore the work of the Advisory Board, is framed by four core principles:  

1. A place-based ethic: valuing and respecting the centrality of Country and First Peoples 
2. Reflexivity: recognising settler positionality as a beneficiary of colonisation 
3. Reciprocity: using our resources to support, remunerate and reciprocate the contributions of Indigenous 

collaborators wherever possible 
4. Justice: thinking always about how our work contributes to more just relations between Indigenous and non-

Indigenous peoples 
 

 

https://arts.unimelb.edu.au/australiancentre
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Research Agenda  
The Centre is advancing a new research agenda focused on three themes: Undoing Australia; Colonialism, Climate and 
Country; and Who Belongs in This Place? In 2022 and 2023, this agenda will be shaped by a series of provocations that 
consider how Australia’s founding as a settler colony informs, shapes and constrains our capacity to engage with the 
central challenges of our age. This will facilitate interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary engagements that interrogate 
“Australia” as a political project, an identity, a culture, a performance, a landscape and so on. This is an inclusive program 
that will draw on and centralise expertise from across the University and beyond, enabling cross-faculty mobilisation of 
Indigenous settler relations research.  

Function of the Advisory Board 
The primary function of the Advisory Board is providing guidance to the Director to ensure the mission of The Centre is 
being met. The Board will support The Centre’s commitment to fostering world-leading research, research training, 
education, and public engagement. The Board will provide medium-term strategic thinking, as well as aide in supporting the 
development of new opportunities and new ways of thinking. The Board will not provide ongoing day-to-day management 
or administrative oversight related to the Australian Centre’s activities. 

Frequency of meetings 
The board will meet as below unless otherwise determined by the Chair. The Board will also address business via 
email.  

Schedule for 2023 
Name Date Time Location 

Meeting One 14th February 2023 2.30 – 4.00pm John Medley Linkway (Level 4) or Zoom 

Meeting Two 2nd May 2023 2.30 – 4.00pm John Medley Linkway (Level 4) or Zoom 

Meeting Three 5th September 2023 2.30 – 4.00pm John Medley Linkway (Level 4) or Zoom 

Meeting Four 14th November 2023 2.30 – 4.00pm John Medley Linkway (Level 4) or Zoom 

 

Membership 
Dr Lou Bennett AM will chair the Board working closely with Director Sarah Maddison (convener). If Dr Bennett (chair) 
cannot attend a board meeting, Professor Maddison, in her role as convener, will assume this role or reschedule. 

Membership Type Member Affiliation Term Expiry 

Chair Dr Lou Bennett AM School of Social and Political 
Sciences | Faculty of Arts 

2023 

Academic Representative  Professor Chis Healy School of Culture and 
Communications | Faculty of Arts 

2023 

Academic Representative Professor Rachel Nordlinger School of languages and Linguistics 
| Faculty of Arts 

2023 

Academic Representative A/Prof Sara Wills School of Historical and 
Philosophical Studies | Faculty of 
Arts 

2023 

Academic Representative A/Prof Jennifer Balint School of Social and Political 
Sciences | Faculty of Arts 

2023 
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Academic Representative Dr Kim Alley School of Social and Political 
Sciences | Faculty of Arts 

2023 

Academic Representative Dr Ngaree Blow Medicine, Dentistry and Health 
Sciences 

2025 

Academic Representative A/Prof Jessica Gerrard Melbourne Graduate School of 
Education 

2025 

External representative Craig Richie AIATSIS 2023 

Wurundjeri representative Dale Wandin Wurundjeri 2023 

 

Length of membership 
Members will serve a term of two years from the date of appointment. An offer to extend the membership of the 
Board by two years will be at the discretion of the Chair and Centre Director. 

Board Support 
The Board will be supported by the Centre Coordinator Bianca Williams  

 

 

 

mailto:bianca.williams@unimelb.edu.au
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