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1. Differing perceptions of L2 communication

Research on rater behaviour suggests that any reference to "the 
native speaker" as a criterion for assessment of second language 
proficiency needs careful qualification. Native speakers vary 
considerably and unpredictably in their perceptions of foreigner 
talk with respect to the dimensions along which they evaluate 
performance and the degree of consistency and tolerance they 
manifest in their judgements. The findings of Galloway (1977); 
Ludwig (1982); Barnwell (1989) and Hadden (1990) amongst others, 
offer evidence that language experts, whether they be teach�rs or 
trained language testers, view second language performance 
differently from other "linguistically naive" native speakers. The 
implication is that if as raters we are indeed concerned with 
gauging the impact of second language communication on the wider 
native speaker population, linguistic expertise may be a liability. 
There are however few language testing initiatives which give 
serious consideration to the possibility of using non-language experts 
as assessors. 

This possibility is explored in the context of a research project 
conducted by the NLIA Language Testing Centre at the University of 
Melbourne. 

2. The research project

The project involves the development of a classroom-based 
assessment procedure to monitor the English proficiency of graduates 
from non English-medium universities who are training to be 
teachers of maths and science in Australian secondary schools. It 
has arisen out of a concern that substantial numbers of non English­
speaking background graduates entering teacher education courses 

1 A version of this paper was presented at the Language Testing Research
Colloquium at the University of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada in 
Feburary 1992. 

Melbourne Papers in Language Testing 1992 Volume 1.1 pp.16-32. The 
Language Testing Research Centre, The University of Melbourne.




































