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1. Introduction

This paper reports on the early stages of a larger research project 
which seeks to investigate the relationship between language 
proficiency, language aptitude and language learner strategies. 
Specifically, this project examined the relationship between oral 
proficiency and reported learner strategy use. 

It addressed the question: 

"What evidence is there for systematicity in the strategy use of 
language learners when examined in relation with their 
proficiency, age, first language background and gender?" 

In particular it attempted to find whether the strategy use of high 
proficiency subjects, assuming them to be 'Good Language Learners', 
displays systematicity. From the evidence provided in the 
literature, it was expected that evidence of systematicity, in the 
form of positive correlation, would be found. 

Much of the research into learner strategies has concentrated on 
describing strategies used by good language learners. Wong Fillmore 
(1976) suggested that, for young learners, social strategies, necessary 
to immediate context-dependent language use were important. The 
'Good Language Learner' research (Naiman, Frohlich, Stern and 
Todesco, 1978) identified five major strategies: active task 
approach, realisation of language as a system, realisation of 
language as a means of communication, management of affective 
demands and monitoring of L2 performance. Rubin (1981), following 
research with young adult learners, proposed six areas of cognitive 
strategies: clarification/verification, monitoring, memorisation, 
guessing/inductive inferencing, deductive reasoning and practice. 
Both Naiman and Rubin seem to concur that reflective abilities are 
important to older learners. 
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