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Welcome 



By	
  par8cipa8ng	
  in	
  this	
  workshop,	
  you	
  will:	
  
	
  	
  
-­‐	
  develop	
  skills	
  to	
  meet	
  the	
  educa8onal	
  needs	
  and	
  expecta8ons	
  of	
  diverse	
  cultural,	
  
linguis8c	
  and	
  religious	
  groups,	
  with	
  par8cular	
  reference	
  to	
  Muslims	
  
-­‐	
  acquire	
  whole-­‐school	
  and	
  cross-­‐school	
  strategies	
  to	
  engage	
  with	
  diverse	
  cultural	
  
groups	
  
-­‐	
  acquire	
  strategies	
  to	
  build	
  interfaith	
  and	
  intercultural	
  understandings	
  in	
  the	
  
classroom	
  
-­‐	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  iden8fy	
  subject-­‐specific	
  and	
  cross-­‐curricular	
  links	
  in	
  the	
  Australian	
  
Curriculum	
  where	
  interfaith	
  and	
  intercultural	
  content	
  can	
  be	
  introduced	
  

Purpose	
  of	
  the	
  workshop 



This	
  workshop	
  will	
  also	
  familiarise	
  you	
  with	
  two	
  teacher	
  resources:	
  
	
  
1.	
  Learning	
  from	
  One	
  Another:	
  Bringing	
  Muslim	
  perspec8ves	
  into	
  Australian	
  schools	
  
2.	
  Building	
  interfaith	
  and	
  intercultural	
  understandings	
  in	
  Australian	
  schools	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
This	
  workshop	
  is	
  brought	
  to	
  you	
  by	
  the	
  Na0onal	
  Centre	
  of	
  Excellence	
  for	
  Islamic	
  Studies	
  (NCEIS),	
  The	
  University	
  
of	
  Melbourne,	
  in	
  partnership	
  with	
  the	
  Australian	
  Curriculum	
  Studies	
  Associa0on	
  (ACSA).	
  
	
  
It	
  is	
  funded	
  generously	
  by	
  the	
  Myer	
  Founda0on.	
  

Purpose	
  of	
  the	
  workshop 



Introduction: The broader context 
 
It is important to contextualise the key learnings to be developed from this 
workshop in relation to international and national education contexts, 
initiatives and goals. 



The United Nations (UNESCO) 
 
Multicultural education uses learning about other cultures in order 
to produce acceptance of these cultures. Intercultural education 
aims to go beyond passive coexistence to (develop) a sustainable 
way of living together in multicultural societies through the 
creation of understanding of, respect for and dialogue between 
different cultural groups. 
 
Ref: UNESCO Guidelines on Intercultural Education, 2006, p. 18. 



The Melbourne Declaration 
 
Global integration and international mobility have increased in the 
past decade. As a consequence, new and exciting opportunities 
for Australians are emerging. This heightens the need to nurture 
an appreciation of and respect for social, cultural and religious 
diversity, and a sense of global citizenship. 
 
Ref: The Melbourne Declaration on Educational Goals for Young 
Australians, 2008, p. 4.  



Cont. 
 
•  (We need to) ensure that schooling contributes to a socially 

cohesive society that respects and appreciates cultural, social 
and religious diversity. 

•  (Students) are able to relate to and communicate across 
cultures, especially the cultures and countries of Asia. 



The Australian Curriculum 

The Australian Curriculum 



Personal note on general capabilities 
 
•  Many educators are pointing to the significance of the General 

Capabilities to The Australian Curriculum. 
 
•  They are also suggesting that these General Capabilities 

(including Intercultural Understanding) are the distinguishing 
feature of The Australian Curriculum. 



A closer look at intercultural 
understanding 

 
Review and discuss handout 



Examples of links to General 
Capabilities 

 
Ethical Behaviour  
Description 
In the Australian Curriculum students develop ethical behaviour as 
they learn to understand and act in accordance with ethical 
principles. This includes understanding the role of ethical 
principles, values and virtues in human life; acting with moral 
integrity; acting with regard for others; and having a desire and 
capacity to work for the common good. 



Cont. 
 
Critical and Creative Thinking 
Description 
In the Australian Curriculum students develop critical and creative 
thinking as they learn to generate and evaluate knowledge, ideas 
and possibilities, and use them when seeking new pathways or 
solutions. In learning to think broadly and deeply students learn to 
use reason and imagination to direct their thinking for different 
purposes. In the context of schooling, critical and creative thinking 
are integral to activities that require reason, logic, imagination and 
innovation. 



Cont. 
 
Personal and social competence 
Description 
In the Australian Curriculum students develop personal and social 
competence as they learn to understand and manage themselves, 
their relationships, lives, work and learning more effectively. This 
involves recognising and regulating their emotions, developing 
concern for and understanding of others, establishing positive 
relationships, making responsible decisions, working effectively in 
teams and handling challenging situations constructively. 



Links to Cross-Curriculum Priorities 
 
•  Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Perspectives 
 
•  Asia and Australia’s Engagement with Asia 
 
•  Sustainability 



A view from schools 
 
Excerpts from video, All of Us, featuring the voices of principals 
and teachers in primary and secondary schools. 



Reflection task 
 

Headlines – A routine for capturing essence  
 

This routine draws on the idea of newspaper-type headlines as a 
vehicle for summing up and capturing the essence of an event, 
idea, concept, unit etc. The routine asks one core question: 
 
If you were to write a headline for this topic or issue 
right now that captured the most important aspect that 
should be remembered, what would it be? 
 
Ref: Harvard Project Zero Visible Thinking Routines 
http://pzweb.harvard.edu/vt/VisibleThinking_html_files/VisibleThinking1.html 



Introducing	
  Learning	
  
from	
  One	
  Another	
  –	
  
A	
  teacher’s	
  resource	
  



Part	
  A:	
  Islam	
  and	
  Muslims	
  in	
  
the	
  classroom	
  

	
  	
  
• 	
  Introduc8on	
  
	
  
• 	
  Issues	
  to	
  look	
  out	
  for	
  
	
  
• 	
  Suggested	
  strategies	
  and	
  
content	
  
	
  
• 	
  Learning	
  sequences	
  



	
  
	
  
 

Learning	
  from	
  One	
  Another	
  learning	
  sequences	
  

English	
  
Primary:	
  Searching	
  inside	
  ourselves	
  
Secondary:	
  Muslims,	
  meaning	
  and	
  the	
  
media	
  

Arts	
  
Primary:	
  Minarets	
  and	
  mosques	
  –	
  the	
  art	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
of	
  Muslim	
  buildings	
  
Secondary:	
  Calligraphy	
  and	
  Islam	
  

Maths	
  
Primary:	
  Tessella8ng	
  8les	
  of	
  Alhambra	
  
Secondary:	
  Alkhwarezm’s	
  six	
  standard	
  
forms	
  

Economics	
  and	
  business	
  
Secondary:	
  Banking	
  on	
  Islam	
  
	
  

History	
  
Primary:	
  Afghans,	
  camels	
  and	
  the	
  outback	
  
Secondary:	
  The	
  Crusades	
  –	
  a	
  Muslim	
  
perspec8ve	
  

Cross-­‐curricular	
  perspecBves	
  
Primary:	
  Museum	
  of	
  Religion	
  
Secondary:	
  It’s	
  all	
  in	
  a	
  name!	
  

Geography	
  
Primary:	
  Where	
  in	
  the	
  world	
  is	
  Mecca?	
  
Secondary:	
  Get	
  the	
  facts	
  –	
  Muslims	
  in	
  
Australia	
  

Science	
  
Health	
  and	
  PE	
  
Languages	
  



Part	
  B:	
  Achieving	
  posiBve	
  
outcomes	
  for	
  Muslim	
  students	
  

	
  
• 	
  Engagement	
  and	
  iden8ty	
  for	
  
Muslim	
  students	
  
	
  
• 	
  Facilita8ng	
  religious	
  prac8ce	
  and	
  
customs	
  in	
  schools	
  



Part	
  C:	
  Wide	
  world	
  of	
  Muslims	
  
	
  	
  
• 	
  Key	
  Muslim	
  beliefs	
  and	
  
prac8ces	
  
	
  
• 	
  Who	
  are	
  Muslims?	
  
	
  
• 	
  A	
  very	
  brief	
  history	
  of	
  Islam	
  
	
  
• 	
  Muslims	
  in	
  Australia	
  
	
  
• 	
  Misconcep8ons	
  and	
  
stereotypes	
  



	
  
	
  
 

Key	
  Muslim	
  organisaBons	
  in	
  
Australia	
  

	
  
Glossary	
  



	
  
	
  
 

AddiBonal	
  resources	
  
	
  

A	
  World	
  of	
  Values	
  	
  
h]p://www.curriculum.edu.au/values/	
  

Intersec0ons	
  of	
  Iden0ty	
  
h]p://iden88es.asiaeduca8on.edu.au/default.asp	
  

	
  
Australia	
  Kaleidoscope	
  

	
  
All	
  of	
  Us	
  Resource	
  Kit	
  

h]p://www.mul8cultural.vic.gov.au/	
  
	
  

The	
  Really	
  Big	
  Beliefs	
  Project	
  
	
  

Beyond	
  Beliefs:	
  Muslims	
  and	
  non-­‐Muslims	
  in	
  Australia	
  
h]p://www.ida.org.au	
  



Returning to our focus 
 

Muslim experiences in Australian schools 



MUSLIMS	
  IN	
  AUSTRALIA	
  
	
  

340,393	
  Muslims	
  according	
  to	
  2006	
  census	
  
Australia’s	
  Muslims	
  are	
  a	
  young	
  group	
  rela8ve	
  to	
  the	
  rest	
  of	
  Australia	
  

More	
  than	
  80%	
  of	
  Australian	
  born	
  Muslims	
  are	
  under	
  25	
  
Over	
  80%	
  live	
  in	
  NSW	
  and	
  VIC	
  

	
  	
  
	
  
	
  

State/territory	
  of	
  
residence Muslim	
  populaBon	
   %	
  of	
  total	
  Muslim	
  

populaBon 
New	
  South	
  Wales 168,788 49.6 

Victoria 109,369 32.1 
Western	
  Australia 24,187 7.1 
Queensland 20,318 6.0 
South	
  Australia 10,521 3.1 
Australian	
  Capital	
  
Territory 4,373 1.3 

Northern	
  Territory 1,083 0.3 
Tasmania	
   1,049 0.3 

Muslims	
  in	
  Australia	
  
• 	
  340,393	
  Muslims,	
  according	
  to	
  2006	
  census	
  
• 	
  More	
  than	
  80%	
  of	
  Australian	
  born	
  Muslims	
  are	
  under	
  25	
  
• 	
  Over	
  80%	
  live	
  in	
  NSW	
  and	
  VIC 



Birthplace	
   %	
   Birthplace	
   %	
  

Australia	
   37.9	
   Bangladesh	
   3.9	
  
Lebanon	
  
	
   8.9	
   Iraq	
   2.9	
  

Turkey	
   6.8	
   Indonesia	
   2.5	
  

Afghanistan	
   4.7	
   Bosnia	
  &	
  
Herzegovina	
   2.2	
  

Pakistan	
   4.1	
   Iran	
   2.1	
  



• 86%	
  of	
  Australia’s	
  Muslims	
  speak	
  a	
  language	
  other	
  than	
  English	
  at	
  home	
  
• 80%	
  have	
  a	
  good	
  command	
  of	
  English	
  
• Only	
  one	
  third	
  speak	
  Arabic	
  
 

Main	
  language	
   Number	
  
Arabic	
   114,034	
  
Turkish	
   46,914	
  
English	
   43,139	
  
Urdu	
   18,142	
  
Bengali	
   15,304	
  
Dari	
   13,766	
  



Muslim Experiences of Education 
 
Muslim perceptions of education – influenced by history, tradition, 
culture, heritage, religion, nationality 
 
Migrants and refugees – challenges and opportunities 
 
Education culture shock – different approaches to teaching, 
learning, assessment, teacher-student interaction 
 
ESL – challenges, opportunities, attitudes toward mother tongue, 
Arabic as Islamic lingua sacra, interpreters 
 
Islamic schools vs. other schools – reasons and challenges 



Cont. 
 
Australian-born Muslim students – disparities with parent and 
community expectations 
 
Muslim experiences are an example of broader interfaith and 
intercultural issues in Australian schools – diversity education and 
competence, issues not unique to Muslims 
 
Muslim parent and student attitudes to schooling in Australia – 
engagement in teaching, learning and school social events 
through conversation, understanding and negotiation 
 
Religious and cultural needs – dress, food, worship (prayer and 
fasting), holidays, sensitivities to certain content 



Student	
  and	
  parent	
  quotes	
  workshop	
  
	
  

Focus question: 
 

What are the implications for you as a teacher at your school?	
  



Muslim	
  parent	
  voice	
  
 
One of the greatest disadvantages for Muslim 
children living in Australia is too much freedom, 
especially when they abuse that freedom, then 
neglect their studies and follow their desires 
that are very often destructive. Our rights as 
parents in Islam are being undermined by the 
new freedoms available to our children in 
Australia. 



Muslim	
  parent	
  voice 
 
We entrust the education of our children to the 
teachers – it is for the teachers to educate them 
well. We do not have the time to ask about our 
children’s education or to play an involved role. 
We go to work before they go to school and 
come home after school has finished. We do 
not understand why they never have 
homework. 



Muslim	
  parent	
  voice 
 
In my country children are very fearful of their 
teachers. They also respect them very much. If 
they see them in the street they fear them 
sometimes more than they fear their fathers 
and mothers. 



Muslim	
  student	
  voice 
 
I’ve grown up here as a Muslim and I’ve found 
that hard sometimes. My parents came here 
about 20 or 30 years ago and they want to live 
in the same way as in their home country, and 
they want their kids to be ‘full-on’ religious. But 
how can we do that when we’ve got all this peer 
pressure on us and when they’re not that 
religious themselves? Do you know what I 
mean? Sometimes their cultural beliefs are 
actually against the teachings of Islam. 



Muslim	
  student	
  voice 
 
I’ve never felt any discrimination by teachers or 
by my tutors – quite the opposite. Sometimes 
they’ll try to make a point to help you more, I 
mean, they exaggerate their kindness. 



Muslim	
  student	
  voice 
 
We know a lot of people who are token Muslims 
– they’re just Muslim by name but do not 
practice Islam. Many of them hang around the 
wrong places. 



Morning	
  Tea	
  



Case studies workshop 
 
The case studies we will examine have emerged from the Learning from 
One Another professional learning and resource development initiative. 
Since 2009, the initiative has involved over 700 primary and secondary 
teachers from all sectors across Australia.  



Context 
 
The aims of Learning from One Another are to: 
 
•  Equip teachers with the skills to meet the needs and 

expectations of Muslim students and their parents in education 
•  Facilitate a whole school approach to supporting healthy 

relationships and engagement with Muslim students, parents 
and communities 

•  Offer teachers a greater awareness of the diversity of Islam 
and Muslims, nationally and globally 

•  Develop an appreciation of Muslim history and cultures in 
Australia. 



Cont. 
 
•  The case studies showcase how some of the program 

objectives have been met in schools throughout Australia. 
 
•  The schools selected for the case studies represent a diversity 

of locations, sectors and levels. 
 
•  Some initiatives focus on curriculum content and others focus 

on whole-school approaches to building interfaith and 
intercultural understandings. 



Introduction to task 
 
•  Work in groups of 4. 

•  Each person in the group reads through the case study. 

•  Share and discuss the case study as a whole group. 

•  New groups are formed, using the numbering system. 

•  Share and discuss your case study with your new group. 



Group discussion – Focus questions 
 
What do these case studies teach us about the 
importance of intercultural and interfaith 
understandings? 
 
What do these case studies reveal about what is 
possible for schools to achieve in this regard? 



Introducing	
  Building	
  
Interfaith	
  and	
  
Intercultural	
  

Understandings	
  –	
  A	
  
complementary	
  

resource	
  to	
  Learning	
  
from	
  One	
  Another	
  



Case	
  studies	
  of	
  building	
  
interfaith	
  and	
  intercultural	
  
understandings	
  in	
  Australian	
  
schools:	
  
	
  
-­‐	
  10	
  schools	
  
-­‐	
  different	
  sectors	
  
-­‐	
  different	
  capital	
  ci8es	
  
-­‐	
  different	
  demographics	
  
-­‐	
  regional	
  representa8on	
  
-­‐	
  former	
  Learning	
  from	
  One	
  
Another	
  par8cipants	
  
-­‐	
  1	
  goal	
  



Lunch	
  



Stereotypes session 
 

What do you think of when you see/hear the word… 



HIJAB	
  



JIHAD	
  



SHARIA	
  



FUNDAMENTALIST	
  



EXTREMIST	
  



TERRORIST	
  



A personal reflection 



Where to now? 
 

Reflections and action plans 



A personal reflection 
 
•  Think about what key learnings you have developed from your 

participation in this workshop. 
 
•  Use the Connect, Extend, Challenge strategy to reflect deeply 

on these learnings (Harvard Project Zero, Visible Thinking 
http://pzweb.harvard.edu/vt/VisibleThinking_html_files/
VisibleThinking1.html) 



Connect, Extend, Challenge 
A routine for connecting new knowledge to prior knowledge 

CONNECT	
  	
   How	
  are	
  the	
  ideas	
  and	
  
informaBon	
  	
  presented	
  
CONNECTED	
  to	
  what	
  you	
  
already	
  knew?	
  

EXTEND	
   What	
  new	
  ideas	
  did	
  you	
  get	
  
that	
  EXTENDED	
  or	
  pushed	
  your	
  
thinking	
  in	
  new	
  direc8ons	
  

CHALLENGE	
  	
   What	
  is	
  s8ll	
  CHALLENGING	
  or	
  
confusing	
  for	
  you	
  to	
  get	
  your	
  
mind	
  around?	
  What	
  ques8ons,	
  
wonderings	
  or	
  puzzles	
  do	
  you	
  
now	
  have?	
  



Sharing your reflection 
 
Share and discuss your personal reflection with your group 



Making a plan of action 
 
•  For your classroom – 3 things I can and will do 
 
•  For your school – 3 things I can and will do 
 
•  For you personally – 3 things I can and will do 



Sharing your action plans 
 

Share and discuss your action plans with the whole group 



A final thought 
 
…. cultural literacy has become the lifeline for today’s world, a 
fundamental resource for harnessing the multiple venues education can 
take… and an indispensible tool for transcending the ‘clash of 
ignorances’. It can be seen as part of a broad toolkit of worldviews, 
attitudes and competences that young people acquire for their lifelong 
journey… 
  
Ref: UNESCO World Report: Investing in Cultural Diversity and Intercultural 
Dialogue, 2010, p.118. 



	
  	
  

Evalua8ons	
  and	
  close	
  
	
  
	
  

Please	
  complete	
  the	
  evalua8on	
  form	
  and	
  return	
  to	
  Eeqbal	
  
	
  
	
  

Thank	
  you	
  for	
  par8cipa8ng!	
  



Dr	
  Eeqbal	
  Hassim	
  
	
  eeqbalhassim@gmail.com	
  

www.drhassim.com	
  
	
  	
  

Dr	
  Julie	
  Hamston	
  
jhamston@unimelb.edu.au	
  

	
  
Na8onal	
  Centre	
  of	
  Excellence	
  for	
  Islamic	
  Studies	
  (NCEIS)	
  

www.nceis.unimelb.edu.au	
  
	
  

Australian	
  Curriculum	
  Studies	
  Associa8on	
  (ACSA)	
  
www.acsa.edu.au	
  

Contact	
  details 


