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Yaama, I’m Dr Nikki Moodie, and I am a proud queer, Gomeroi woman. I’m a sociologist at the 
University of Melbourne and my area of expertise is Indigenous issues. I want to make a few points 
about the riots happening in the US and why they matter here in Australia. 
 
The George Floyd riots are a result of the reality that all lives are not, in fact, valued equally. Black 
people are summarily executed on the street because racist, poorly trained cops believe they are 
judge and jury. And people have had enough. You’ll see experts talking about how nonviolent 
protest is the best way to achieve change in a democracy. But it doesn’t always work, and it rarely 
works for issues of race and racism. Inequality is actually only ever really changed by progressive 
taxation or mass upheaval. 
 
On April 4 1968, Martin Luther King was assassinated. It sparked the biggest mass uprising since 
the Civil War with riots, looting, arson across the United States. One week later, on April 11, the 
Civil Rights Act was passed in Washington. 
 
A riot is the voice of the unheard, and comes from a place of rage and pain so deep that it has no 
other way to come out. But we know that right? We know that Stonewall was started by black trans 
women, and gay, lesbian, queer, trans, nonbinary humans around the world carry the scars of 
violent oppression. We know that sometimes riots work. 
 
In 2004, there was a riot in Redfern, after 17 year old TJ Hickey was killed by NSW Police. He was 
riding his bike, a patrol car started chasing him, they clipped his bike with their car which flung him 
forward onto a metal paling fence. In Australia, cops here don’t usually shoot black people, but it 
does happen – Kumanjayi Walker and Joyce Clarke were shot by police just last year.  
 
Here, Indigenous people are more likely to be locked in the back of a paddy wagon without air-
conditioning for hours on a 45 degree day, or kicked down a set of stairs in the station, or refused 
medical treatment for a heart attack or a punctured lung or epilepsy that the cops don’t believe you 
have, or thrown into a cell in such a way that your head hits the wall and you never wake up. Just 
because cops aren’t shooting black people in the street, doesn’t mean they’re not directly 
responsible for the deaths of hundreds of Aboriginal people. More than 400 people in the last 30 
years alone. Aboriginal people are jailed at a higher rate, some 30% faster, than even African 
Americans. 
 
Chinese students are bashed in the Melbourne CBD. Refugees are locked up in indefinite detention 
in countries we bribe to keep them. Neo-Nazis gather on our beaches and foment hatred of African 
Australians, Jewish people, Aboriginal people and queers. When Pauline Hanson tabled the “It’s ok 
to be white” motion in the Senate, it was only rejected by a majority of 3 votes. 
 
Just because cops aren’t executing people in the street, doesn’t mean this country isn’t trying to kill 
black and brown people every single day. 
 
So don’t vote for racists. Turn up at a rally. Donate to Sisters Inside. Don’t ask about your 
organisation’s Reconciliation Action Plan, ask about their anti-racism strategy.  
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And if all lives matter, ask why the lives of black people always seem to matter less, regardless of 
which country you’re in.  


