Differentiation by Level 1-3 in the BA
Level 1 (First year)
Be able to sit with uncertainty and complexity that leads to the development of an appreciation for the sophistication of scholarship
	Key characteristics
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Introduction to the discipline area including theories, frameworks, perspectives 
	
	
	
	
	

	An opportunity to play with ideas and explore professional identity
	
	
	
	
	

	Exposure to multiple perspectives 
	
	
	
	
	

	Challenged in thinking in ways that ‘desettle’ previous understandings
	
	
	
	
	

	Appreciate the demands of tertiary study, initiation and self-study
	
	
	
	
	

	Lay the foundations of critical thinking and evaluation 
	
	
	
	
	

	Interact with a few peers in the discipline area within a structured collaborative project
	
	
	
	
	

	Be inspired to continue in the discipline area and beyond
	
	
	
	
	

	Foundations of technical and computer skills are laid, including LMS Discussion Board participation
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Level 2 (Second year)
Knowledge and concepts are deepened, the level of difficulty rises, and learning becomes substantive
	Key characteristics
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Bigger picture is provided, and better understood
	
	
	
	
	

	Ability to weigh up arguments is increased 
	
	
	
	
	

	Increased emphasis on critical thinking and discernment 
	
	
	
	
	

	Critical and independent application of frameworks 
	
	
	
	
	

	High level conceptual thinking is developed in the weighing up of formal arguments and informal peer conversations 
	
	
	
	
	

	Vocational, methodological and analytical skills are built and applied.
	
	
	
	
	

	Substantive engagement with the discipline area 
	
	
	
	
	

	Interact with peers in the discipline area in a semi-structured, small team project to develop collaboration and leadership skills
	
	
	
	
	

	Technical and computer skills, including working with statistical software packages or other specialized software as appropriate, are honed
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Level 3 (Third year)
Mature and confident critical thinking that is characterised by independence, engagement and an awareness of the discipline in the wider community
	Key characteristics
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Set out pathways to the workforce, professional life or continued study
	
	
	
	
	

	Consistent demonstration of high level analysis, conceptual sophistication and critical thinking
	
	
	
	
	

	Ability to undertake independent projects using primary data
	
	
	
	
	

	Contextualise learning in terms of the discipline
	
	
	
	
	

	Situate the grand claims in terms of the local and the specific
	
	
	
	
	

	Create knowledge, rather than only consume it, and define disciplinary interests
	
	
	
	
	

	Exposed to the teacher as researcher, to the actuality of the commitment to specific research interests
	
	
	
	
	

	Engage with broader debates with an awareness of the wider community 
	
	
	
	
	

	Interact with peers in the discipline area in a large and self-directed collaborative project
	
	
	
	
	

	Sustained work within online tools beyond the LMS, including publishing venues, social media and sites for lifelong learning, are developed
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


